THE GRAVES OF SHIPWRECKED
MARINERS AT KING'S [SLAND,
- _—--_*__

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANGUA.

Eir,— My attention havipg been deawn to a
report in The Avgus of the Tth Apnil, o owe
the ** Graves of shipwrecked Fmigrants,” |
furnish you with the tollowing information,

Peing sent over 1o King's Island in 1843,
by the lute Sie J. F. Palmer (then D, Palmer)
tu moperiilend the Hoating of the boargne
Rebecen, which 1 didd, wnd  soccessiully
brought her to Twolold Bay without chart op
compass in nine daya, 1 am in o position 1o
give some information of King'a lsland and
it inhinbitants ot the time, which eonsisted
of thres Tusmanian female nboriginals named
Muarin, Mary, npd RKuitiln,  "The island was
mhabited by Scott, s ticket-of-leave man
{rom Tasmanin, with five labiras, two of
| whom disd on the islond, Seott and one
Lof the half-caste children were drowned on
leaving the Kebeceain s whalebout, and 1
nssigted to boey the in Scott’s ganden. The
cook, steward, and Dboatswain  were also
drowned. The lormer two we also buried in
scott's garden ; che remains of the boatawain
we never h:-um]_

In 1845 the ship Catarique, 423 crew and
emigrants, from London to Port Phillip, waa
wrecked on the moming of the 4th August,
News arcived in Melbourne about the 20uh of
Anrugt, Howie awnd his party, with the
lubraa, were living and hanting at  Sea
Flephant Bay, 16 miles trom the wreck, The
| lubra Mary dreamed that she saw a big ship
aned thousands of people drowning, which,
after her many persuasions, induced the

party to go to that part of the islund. When
they arrived at Wrecktop Doint they dis.
covered the wreeck, nine survivors, and
numerous dend bodies strewed alome the
beach. They then went to the Yellow Rock,
Scott's home station, for provisions to feed
the survivors, which they did. The survivors
were—Gothrie (chiel mate), five suilors, two
u.p‘fmﬂu boys, and ‘one mmigrant.

‘wo tlemen on g hunting expedition
from Melbourne brou
their cutter to Port

t the wsurvivors in
lip, sccompaned by
Howie ; the surgeon, surgeon's nasistant,
with 204 others, buried in the Inrge grave
sbove high-water mark. In No 2 grave H0
persons were buried ; in No, J grave, 18 per-
sons ; and some odd ones in different places,
in uli. A buried. The caplain's body wis
underneath the ship, and was burned when
she waus sct on fire by us to get the copper,

ko

The Hon. George Coppin having given a
benefit in his theatre in Queen-strest, on
behalt of the survivors (the piece played,
“The Wreck of the Windsor Cuatle "), he
will, no doubt, remember that the sargeon
and his assistunt were not amongst the sur-
vivora.

1 fenced the Il.rr grave with portions of
the wreck, snd cut the names of seversl of
the officers on the posts ; and from my inti-
mate knowlades of &l the circumstances con-
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the oMicers on thée poats ; and Irom my nti-
mate know| of &l the circumstances cor-
nected with the melancholy event, I will be
glad o give further information, il of interest
—lam e,
7 JUHN RUBERT, Usrpenter.
Amberst, May 23, )
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