
GIBSON FAMITY HISTORY

The North American history of the Gibson family begins
with the arrival of Jemima (Sinclair) and Jeremiah
Johnstone Gibson to Canada sometime in :.844"

Jemima Mary Sinclair was born June 10, 1820 in the Castle
of Mey in Caithness, Scotland. She was the granddaughter
of the 1-2th Earl of Caithness. Her father, James
Sinclair, was the third son and an honorable colone1 in
the army. He married Elizabeth Tritton. The Castle of
Mey is now the Scottish home of the Queen Mother and
there is a gardener and caretaker who live there year
round.

Jemima was sent to her relative, the Earl of Ross1yn, to
be raised. She was well educated there.

Her father served with his brother in India and upon his
return wanted Jemima to enter into an arranged marriage
with an older man. Jemima balked at this, and ran away
with the gardener at Rosslyn - Jeremiah Johnstone Gibson.
(Johnstone). He was a Presbyterian and she an
Episcopalian. The Sinclairs were a very strong and
influential family in Scottish history and they appeared
to have disowned Jemima because of this, although they
were later reconciled. Letters to Jemima from her father
are still in existence"

Johnstone and Jemima appear to have run away to
Kirkinner, Wigtown, Scotland. A 'Proclamation of
Marriage' has been found in the records there. Two
children were born in Kirkinner - James and Louisa
their birth certificates have been found at the Kirkinner
OId Parish Register of Births ( 1841 - LB45 ) .

Johnstone Gibson was one of eight children born to James
and Etizabeth Gibson (Ketly). The records at Kirkinner
show that both his parents and his grandparents died at
Sawmill Cottage, near Kirkinner"

At some time in LB43/-l-844 Jemima and Johnstone set sail
to Canada. Their first son, James, died and was buried
at sea.

Once in Canada, they went first to Smith Falls, Ontario,
and then on to Guelph" Johnstone was a millwright; he
worked in the Guelph area and there they had ten more
chi ldren. A11 the children and grandchildren were
baptized at St. George's Anglican Church in Guelph.
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Johnstone apparentry suffered from tubercurosis; he arsohad an arcohol problem. Jemima's father wrote a sternletter to his son-in-law, dated November g, 1g53,entreating him to reform his ways. Letters from hissister, Matilda, l:owever, indicati that he was a rovingfather and brother There are also 1etters fromJohnstone to Jemima that are furr of affection toward hiswife and family.
Johnstone and Jemima fert that you had to own land to getahead in the_ world; they bough-t land at Kingsbush, nearEden Grove, ontario. .rohnstone reft home with two of hissons, Bruce and Sinclair, to clear this land.
sincrair and Bruce married Mckaig sisters. Jane Mckaigand Bruce had four boys: lohn Sinc1air, WifliamFrederich, rrvine Bruce (our father and grandfather), andDouglas clinton. Jane Mckaig died sliortly arter thebirth of Douglas, and the 6oys were sent to theirGrandmother, Jemima, to be raised.
Johnstone apparentry continued to live on the Eden Groveproperty. He died in LB76 from tubercul0sis but hisgravestone has not been found.

J3ne McKaig came from a famiry of thirteen chitdren inthe owen sound area. Her fath-er's name was corin. Thefamily originarly came from the rsle of rlay in scotrand;Jane's parents ap_parently spoke Gaelic. Irvine wouldoften reminisce of the targe number of McKaig ilrativeshe had.

Jemima lived in Guelph untir her death in 1901. Herdaughter Adelaide resided with her. rrvine Bruce wourdrecall "Aunt Addy" as a very strict woman who resentedthe four boys living with them"

rrvine recalred his grandmother, however, with great roveand respect- she was a "rad"" '*no prorria"a her chirdrenand grandchirdren with a good edu-cation. she taughtFrench and Latin at a schoot in Guerph. she was in awheelchair in her later years, due to a carriageaccident. she tord stories to the boys about scotrandand scottish history. she arso read i.. reaves for theresidents of Guelph.

Jemima is buried in woodlawn cemetery in Guerph, ontario.
Much time has been spent by Margaret Brown and otherrelatives, searching out our family history. Thesincrair story, Jemima's in_particularl is a falcinatingone. There are many "branks" in her story,-- anaunanswered questions. The scottish peerage, for example,
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indicates that the Honourabre James sincrair, married toEl izabeth Tritton, died in Lg56 ;,*il-r, issue . ,, Burke , sPeerage, however, indicates that ne- diea without issue.A story handed down is thai -n"i 
mother died inchildbirth; Erizabeth Tritton, rrour".rlr, rived untir 1856.

we are fortunate that several letters written to Jemimafrom her family in scotlano =";;i;;. Some are fromLouisa Tritton, who often mentions her sister, Elizabethand other famiry members. others are ]rom her father andfrom Johnstone's famify.
From what we know, Jemima did get back to scotrand for avisit, in the year 1gat. Tliere was also a visit toJemima from her-. cousin, 

-James, Eari of caithness, whotraveled by private ,"ir 
- 
t" ' 

";;; her to return toScotland and accept her inheritin;;. -_Jemima, 
however,would not leave; she had become .=Lnrished in 
--cuerprr,

with a large famiry and 
-also 

had -endurea 
enough to getwhere she was, inciudint b_uryinj 

"-t-"[v at sea. Afterthis Earl's death, tne Eitr.-p.J""a iJ another branch ofthe Sinclair famiiy.
Jemima kept a journal in which she wrote poetry. one of
ll"S;"fr"il'i. telrs of h;; feeli"gs-";;; leavins- i,"i-.home

I have taken a long, a Iast farewellof the heathery morlntain c-ti"*.r| a"f r,of the gurgling _ * 
_& mossgi"*" tree,And there's nougF-now but =oir*-rernains withme.

I have sat_and wept in my garden bower,And watered with tea.s each favorite fLowerAnd I have said to my sweet companions farewel_IAnd 
've 

heard each voice rariei tne farewelrknell.
From the, home of my childhood I hasten away,For on the stage oi life i;; *v'-ilrt to pray.I must wlg.ath_ m_V tip with 

"*l_t'"= & deck mytemples with gladness-
hlhile my soul spurns the mockery & whispers..-.-*.

t( indecipherable


